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EQUALITIES AND HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE 

CHILDREN (EQUAL PROTECTION FROM ASSAULT) (SCOTLAND) BILL  

SUBMISSION FROM ANGUS MACARTHUR 

 

My comments on Mr John Finnie’s Bill to criminalise smacking are as follows: 

1) I am concerned that this bill is described as “Equal Protection from Assault”. This 

appears to me to be a distortion of the commonly understood meaning of smacking 

within a normal family environment and is a worrying indication of the approach 

taken to this issue by the government. It seems to set entirely the wrong tone in what 

is an blatant attempt to paint smacking as violent assault. 

 

2) Cases of serious child abuse are already worryingly common and there already 

exists provision within criminal law to protect children from assault. The responsible 

authorities would to well to address these issues first before wasting time and public 

money on what is widely regarded as an unjust, unreasonable and highly likely to be, 

an ineffective proposal. 

 

3) Why should parents be criminalised for exercising loving discipline when required. It 

could overwhelm the responsible authorities with a deluge of trivial reports at the 

cost of potentially missing real cases of child abuse. Smacking is not assault. 

 

4) It is not the state’s role to regulate on matters that are rightfully the responsibility of 

parents. It also adds to what appears to be a general trend towards state 

interference in peoples’ private lives under the misguided assumption that it knows 

best. 

 

5) It is an absurd notion that the law, in this context, should be the same for children as 

for adults. Parents do many things for their children that they do not do for adults.  It 

almost beggars belief that our legislators appear to have such a flimsy grasp of the 

basic social, moral and psychological issues associated with the development of 

children ( and human development generally) that they are prepared to implement 

such a proposal. 

 

6) Please listen to the voice of the people and have regard to the potential damage it 

could cause before approving this proposed legislation. 

 


